
Life on Earth     National 5 Biology 

The role of a species in an ecosystem 



By the end of these lessons you should be able 

to: 

 

Describe what is meant by a niche. 

 

Give examples of organisms and their niches. 



 An organism’s niche is the role that it plays 

within its community. 

 

 It can be a description of what it eats, or 

what eats it! 

 

 It can describe whether it’s a carnivore, 

herbivore, decomposer etc. 







Galapagos Finches 

 

 The finches on the Galapagos have changed 

over many years to fill all available niches. 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=l25MBq8T77w


Give a definition of a niche? 

 

Give some examples of organisms and their 

niches? 


